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DOCTORAL HOODING 
CEREMONY
Only those doctoral candidates who have successfully defended their 
dissertation may participate in the Doctoral Hooding Ceremony. Students 
defending in the spring semester are expected to participate in the 
May ceremony. Students defending in the fall semester are expected to 
participate in the December ceremony. Students completing all degree 
requirements by the end of the Summer Session may participate in either 
the following December or following May ceremony. Students must apply 
before required due dates (see Academic Calendars) to graduate, pay the 
graduation fee, and notify the Graduate School.

Students who plan to defend after the cut-off date for graduation 
may apply to participate in that semester’s hooding ceremony but 
will not be listed in the program. These students will be listed in the 
commencement program during the semester in which they complete 
all degree requirements. Participation in the hooding ceremony does not 
presume graduation from the University. Doctoral candidates will not earn 
degrees nor be graduated from the University until they have completed 
all degree requirements.


